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MacDralt 3.0 


MacDraft graduates from draw program to solid drajiing tool. 

At las t. MacDraft li ve · up to its name. 
The latest release provides a solid 
set of precision 2-D-drafting tools 

that enable the program to compete suc­
cessfully with other low-cost 2-D-CAD 
programs, includi11g Autodesk.,s Generic 
CADD and Graphsoft 's Blueprint. And 
MacDraft's clean, easy-to-use in terface 
makes it an ideal tool for novices. 

Another Dimension 
With version 3.0, IDD complete ly 

revamped MacDraft's dimension tools 
to conform to ANSI standards. The new 
tools use informative on-screen prompts 
to help you identi fy the start, end, and 
anch o r point s of dimen s io n lines . 
MacDraft supports a ll common dimen­
s ion 1ypes, inc luding linear , radial, di a­
metral. and angular. The only missing 
features are ordinate dimensioning and 
labeled leader lines. The handy circle ­
center-mark tool indicates the centers of 
circle , arcs, and ellipses. 

Associati ve dimensions are objects that 
can incorporate a va riety of drafting for­
mats. including wi tnes lines and exten­
sion gaps. You can repos ition dimension 
lines and alte r dimension value in ob­
jects by s impl y dragging selecti on 
handles: MacDraft resizes witness, ex­
tcn ion, and leader lines accordingly. One 
inconvenience, however, is that the pro ­
gram doesn ' t provide an easy way to 
indi vidua lly modify the number of 
decimal places used for each d i­
mension in a drawing. 

ew geometric tools include a 
parallel-line, a paralle l-polyline, 
and a para lle l-polygon tool , which 
support left, right , and center align­
ment; various sty les of end caps; 
and beveled or plain-corner joints. 
Para ll e l-ex trude too ls le t you 
quick ly create pairs of lines by 
using an ex isting line, rectangle. or 
polygon. Together, these new tools 
streamline the proce s of creating 
such things as walls fo r architec­
tural plans and pipe and cables for 
piping and wiring diagrams. 
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Other helpful nhancements include a 
perpendicular-line too l that automatically 
draws a line at a right angle to an exist­
ing object; a tangent-line tool that draws 
a line tange nt to an arc or a circle: and a 
regul ar-polygon tool. 

You can edit your drawi ngs by trim­
ming and extend ing lines, creating cham­
fers and fi lle ts, and snapping to grid 
points. Mac Draft also lets you snap to 
arc and circle centers and to object e nd 
points; lhe program doesn' t le t you snap 
to objec t midpoints or inter ec tions. 

One especially nice feature is lhe abil­
ity to move a selected line segment by 
dragging the selcclion handle at lhe line ' s 
midpoint. Most other CAD programs 
requi re you to move each end point sepa­
rately. Object rotation is also nice ly 
implemented. You can rotate objects in 
I - or 5-degree incre ments or use con­
straints to rotate objects in minutes, sec­
onds, or decimal fraclions of degrees. A 
Di stribute On Line command evenly 
distributes selec ted objects along a line. 
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MacDraft 3.0 prov ides a s olid complement of 2-0­
drafting tools. 

Missing, however, are au to matic com­
mands for creating rectang ular or circu­
lar arrays and a convenient way to scale 
objects. 

The MacDraft drawing environment 
supports Engli h a nd metric units as well 
as a wide range of drawing scales . You 
can assoc iate different scales with dif­
ferent drawing layer . 

Not only is MacDraft a fine drafting 
tool but it's well suited for presentations 
too. A new lide- how feature lTeats each 
drawing layer a a slide, and you can 
even create ma ter slides. Because all 
the s lides associated with a particul ar 
drawing use the same coordinate space, 
it' s easy to c reate simp le animations to 
demonstrate mov ing parts. 

MacDraft can re;1d PICT file and write 
to them, directl y import Mac Draw 11 
documents, and read drawings and sym­
bol li braries created with Dreams. !DD' s 
di. continued high-end drawing tool. A 
built-i n file converter tran fers drawings 
between the Mac and Windows vers ions 
of MacDraft. 

Compared to the competing low-end 
drafting packages, MacDraft comes up 
short in . everal area . It lack the DXF­
conversion tool, extensive symbol librar­
ies , and leve l of drawing precis ion of­
fered by Generic CADD. Compared to 
Blueprint. MacDraft offers users a sim­
pler interface and better dimensioning 

too ls, but it is mi sing several im ­
portant ed iting features, such as 
object sca ling, arrays, and Bool­
ean object operators. 

The Bottom Line 
With versio n 3.0, MacDraft 

takes its first serious step into the 
CAD arena. New ANSI-standard 
dimension tools arc an important 
addition. And although MacDraft 
stiII lacks some fea tures often found 
in traditional CAD programs, it 
solid performance and clcru1 inter­
face make it one of the easiest-ro ­
use CAD tools you can buy. 

- James K. Anders 




