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Welcome to Word Munchers™ 

Word Munchers is an exciting, popular educational 
game designed to help children practice their skill at 
recognizing the vowel sounds in words. Players move 
a Word Muncher through a grid, instructing it to eat 
words containing a target vowel sound. To begin 
playing, simply follow these steps: 

Step 1: Word Munchers has two disks—the Program 
Disk and the Color Disk. If you have two disk 
drives and are using a Macintosh® with color 
capabilities, insert both Word Munchers disks. 

If you have just one disk drive or are using a 
Macintosh without color capabilities, insert 
the Word Munchers Program Disk. 

Step 2: Double-click on the Word Munchers icon 
when it appears in the Finder window. 

Step 3: When the Word Munchers intro screen 
appears, click the “Play Munchers!” button in 
the lower-right corner of the screen or press 
either the Return or the Enter Key. 

Step 4: You're now ready to play the game. Here are 
the most important points and rules to keep in 
mind: 

¢ The object of the game is to “munch” as 
many words as you can that contain the 
target vowel sound listed at the top of the 
screen. The more correct words you 
munch, the more points you earn. Can 
you earn enough points to enter the Word 
Munchers Hall of Fame? 



To move the Muncher, click in the cell 
you want it to move to. 

To eat the word in that cell, click in that 
cell a second time. 

You earn points every time you munch a 
correct word—that is, one that contains 
the target vowel sound listed at the top of 
the screen. 

If you munch an incorrect word, you lose 
a Muncher. 

You must avoid the Troggles when they 
appear. Troggles eat Munchers. If you 
run out of Munchers, the game ends. 

Once all the correct words have been 
eaten, the screen is cleared and another 
round of play begins. 

When you're ready to end the game, pull 
down the File menu and select either 
“End Game” or “Quit.” 

You'll need to read the rest of this 
User's Guide if you want more detailed 
information about playing Word 
Munchers and “customizing” the game to 
meet your child’s individual abilities and 
needs. 



Millions of children across the country have enjoyed 
learning with the arcade-like game format of Word 
Munchers. Not only is Word Munchers a best-seller, 
but it’s also a multiple award-winner, having received 
both the Parents’ Choice Gold Award and InCider 
Magazine's People’s Choice Award. MECC is now 
pleased to bring this educational game to the Macintosh 
computer. 

Word Munchers is an exciting, challenging game that 
helps children Ages 6-12 (Grades 1-5) learn vowel 
sounds. Players move a Word Muncher through a grid, 
instructing it to eat words containing a target vowel 
sound. They earn points every time they munch a 
correct word. But if they munch an incorrect word, 
they lose a Muncher. Meanwhile, they must also avoid 
Troggles, who love to eat Munchers. 

One of the best things about Word Munchers is its 
replayability. Children can play it again and again, 
literally thousands of times, without ever seeing the 
exact same game screen twice. And because you can 
customize the game to your child’s individual abilities 
and needs, it can grow with your child, continuing to 
provide hours of fun for years to come! 
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Word Munchers requires a Macintosh Plus or later 
model. If you like, it can be used with a hard disk, 
although one is not required. Word Munchers comes 
with a Program Disk that contains an appropriate 
System folder. If you’re using it with a hard disk, you 
need to be running System 6.0.2 or later. (You can 
obtain System software upgrades from your Apple 
dealer or from many user groups.) 

If you’re using a color monitor, Word Munchers is in 
color when you use the accompanying Color Disk. 



_ Children using Word Munchers should already have 
_ beginning reading skills, including a knowledge of 
_ vowels. They should be able to read simple, single- 

syllable words and “sound them out” to distinguish 
their vowel sounds. For example, they should be able 
to read words like “hat” and “hit” and recognize the 
difference between their vowels. They should also 
know the difference between “long” and “short” vowel 
sounds, as in “bite” and “bit.” 

In order to play Word Munchers, children also need 
either basic Macintosh “mousing skills,” such as 
clicking and double-clicking, or sufficient familiarity 
with the keyboard to use the Arrow Keys, Return Key, 
and other functional keys. 

If your children aren’t yet able to do these things, they 
probably aren’t ready for Word Munchers. But if they 
are ready, then your kids are in for a treat! 
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_ The object of the Word Munchers game is to munch as 

» many correct words as possible, thereby scoring points. 
_ Children are provided with the incentive of trying to 

earn enough points to make it into the Word Munchers 
Hall of Fame. 

From a child’s perspective, Word Munchers is just plain 
fun. But it also has a very serious educational objective. 
Word Munchers is designed to help children develop 
their skill at identifying vowel sounds in single-syllable 
words appropriate to their grade level. In doing so, it 
provides children with a powerful tool for helping 
them practice and improve their all-important reading 
skills. 



Word Munchers is not copy-protected, but it is 
copyrighted! This means that you may legally make 
one copy of the disks for archival purposes. As a matter 
of fact, we encourage you to lock the original disk and 
to play Word Munchers using your backup copy, while 
storing the original disks in a safe place. Then, should 
you ever have a problem with the disks, you can make 
another coy from your originals. 

If you have a hard disk, you may copy Word Munchers 
onto the hard disk and keep the original disks in a safe 
place. Create a new folder called “Word Munchers.” 
Copy the Program Disk files titled Word Munchers and 
Word Config onto your hard disk and put them in the 
“Word Munchers” folder. Don’t copy the System folder 
because having more than one System folder on your 
hard disk can cause problems. If you’re using a color 
monitor, also copy the file on the Color Disk titled 
Word Color. 

You may not use your copy or the original disks with 
more than one computer at a time. See pages 35-36 of 
this User’s Guide for more detailed information about 
the conditions for using Word Munchers. 

Like the disks, this User’s Guide is also copyrighted and 
should not be duplicated: Word Munchers Classroom 
Materials—a supplemental set of copyable student 
handouts and other useful materials—are available 
separately from MECC. 
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_ To start playing Word Munchers, double-click on the 
Word Munchers icon on the Finder screen. Or click 
once on the icon and then select “Open” from the File 
menu. The Word Munchers title screen will appear. 

Once the brief animated routine on the title screen is 
completed, a Word Munchers “demo” begins. This 
demo continues until you click one of the three buttons 
at the bottom of the screen, which had also appeared on 
the title screen. 

Word Munchers 

The “Instructions” button provides you 
with a brief series of screens that tell 
you how to play Word Munchers. The 

free Fi Mee Gane, | “Practice” button allows you to play a 
JY Sip OU VUE simplified version of the game that 

doesn’t involve scoring or Troggles. 
The “Play Munchers!” button allows 
you to start the game. The following 
illustration points out the various parts 

Se ————C—EZ: : of the game screen. 

Target Vowel Sound 
Mona Bar | with Example Word 

& File €di{ Game Management “Time Out’ 
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The Word Munchers game has six different characters— 
one Muncher and five types of Troggles. 

You start with four Word Munchers (of the species 
Munchicus scripticus)—one in the game grid and three 
in reserve. You earn an extra Muncher if your score 
reaches 1,000 points, another at 10,000 points, and 
another at every 10,000 points thereafter. Munchers are 
under your control. You choose where they move; you 
decide when they will eat a word. If the word eaten 
has the correct vowel sound, you earn points. But if the 
word has an incorrect vowel sound, you lose that 
Muncher and must call upon one of your reserve 
Munchers to continue the game. You also lose 
Munchers when they’re caught by Troggles. 

Reggies (Trogglus normalus) are the most common 
species of Troggle. This creature travels in straight 
lines. When it enters a cell containing a word, it 
removes that word and leaves another one—either a 
target or a distractor—in its place. 

Helpers (Trogglus assistus) behave a little differently. If 
they enter a cell containing a word, they will remove 
that word without leaving a word in its place. Unlike 
Reggies, Helpers move in random directions. 

Workers (Trogglus laborus) behave like Helpers, except 
they always leave a word behind, no matter whether or 
not the cell originally contained a word. Like Helpers, 
their movements are random. 

Bashfuls (Trogglus timidus) behave in a manner similar 
to Reggies, except they tend to avoid contact with 
Munchers. Their movements are also random. 

Smarties (Trogglus smarticus) travel in an unpredictable 
pattern until they get close to the Muncher. Then they 
“home in” on the Muncher and chase after it. They 
have no effect on words. 



_ You can move the Muncher using either'the mouse or 
the computer keyboard. 

To use the mouse, simply click once in any cell to which 
you want the Muncher to move. The Muncher will 
move to that cell. 

When a Muncher is already in a cell with a word in it, 
clicking once in that cell will cause the Muncher to eat 
that word. 

Clicking twice in a cell will cause the Muncher to move 
to that cell and immediately eat the word in it. 

Be careful! Once you click on a word, there’s no way to 
_ stop the Muncher from going to that cell. And if you 
_ click twice on a word, there’s no way to stop the 
_ Muncher from eating that word—short of quitting the 

game. 

If you choose to use the keyboard to control the 
Muncher, the following keys can be used: 

Move the Muncher left, 
right, down, and up, 
respectively. 

Causes the Muncher to eat 
a word. 



You earn points whenever the Muncher eats a correct 
word—that is, a word containing the target vowel 
sound. The point value of the word depends upon the 
level of the game. 

Level Word Value Level Word Value 

Wes, 5 points 11 45 points 
4. 10 igs 50 

5 15 13 55 

6 20 14 60 
ve Pie, dee 65 

8 30 16 70 
9 Se) 17+ 75 

10 40 

The current score appears in the lower-left corner of the 
game screen. 
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When a game screen has been cleared of all words that 
contain the target vowel sound, the screen is erased and 
a new level of play begins. The current level of play is 
indicated in the lower-right corner of the screen. Each 
level of play is progressively more difficult than the one 
before. As noted above, word values increase with 
higher levels. Other factors that change between levels 
include: 

e the maximum number of Troggles that can appear 
on the screen at one time; 

e the types of Troggles; 

e the speed of the Troggles; and 

e the number of safe zones—cells that a Muncher can 

enter safely but a Troggle cannot. 

Once Level 12 is reached, these factors remain constant 
until the end of the game. 



_ Each level of play presents a new vowel'sound and a. 
new set of words to munch. If all vowel sounds have 
been selected in the Management Options as eligible for 
presentation (see page 13), then a different vowel sound 
will appear at the top of the screen for the first twenty 
levels of play. Beginning with Level 21, the same vowel 
sounds will be used again, but many of the words on 
the game screen will be new. 

Vowel sounds are presented in random order. 

You can pause at any time within the game by clicking 
on the “Time Out” button in the upper-right corner of 
the screen or by pressing the Return or Enter Key. 
Notice that when you “call a time out” in this way, not 
only does the game “freeze” but also the text in the 
button changes from “Time Out” to “Continue.” This 
indicates that if you click on this button or press Return 
again, the game will resume. 

Play ends whenever the last Muncher is lost or when 
you pull down the File menu and select either the “End 
Game” or the “Quit” option. “End Game” ends the 
current game without exiting from the Word Munchers 
program, whereas “Quit” exits from the program 
altogether. 

Word Munchers maintains a “Hall of Fame”—a list of 
the ten highest scores (with a minimum qualifying 
score of 50) and the names of those who achieved them. 
If your score is greater than the lowest score on the Hall 
of Fame, you can add your name to the list. Names and 
scores in the Hall of Fame can be erased through use of 
the Management Options (see page 16). 

10 



Word Munchers features two kinds of sound: sound 
effects and instructional voice support. Sound effects add 
interest and enjoyment to the game. Instructional voice 
support allows children to hear the target sounds, thus 
providing guidance and reinforcing phonics skills. 
Both types of sound are under your control. 

If you like, you can use the standard Macintosh Control 
Panel (under the @ menu) to adjust the sound. When 
you launch Word Munchers, the program’s sound level 
is whatever the current setting is on the Control Panel. 

Word Munchers also allows you to adjust 
its volume without affecting any other 

Sound 

@ ?-Loud Volume: 

programs. This is done with the “Sound” O6 
command. Simply select “Sound” from the oF 
Game menu. The dialog box that appears = 
allows you to set the volume. Setting the as 
volume to “0 — Silent” totally eliminates ae 
sound effects and reduces instructional 
voice support to its lowest level. Setting 
the volume from 1 to 7 allows all types of 
sound, including the sound effects, to be 
heard, with 1 being a very low level of 
sound and 7 being the loudest. 

©) 0-Silent 

You can also adjust the sound by pressing 0 through 7 
while holding down the Command Key (6) at any time 
(except when dialog boxes appear). Pressing 6-8 or 
36-9, however, has no effect on the program. 

Instructional voice support can be completely turned 
off only through use of the Management Options (see 
pages 14-15). 
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After you successfully complete three levels of play, a 
brief cartoon-like “graphic interlude” appears. Other 
interludes appear after every three additional levels of 
play. There are five different interludes. 
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In Word Munchers, Management Optionsallow you to 
select the vowel sounds that children will work with in 
playing the game and to set their difficulty level. You 
can also perform other tasks, such as erasing the “Hall 
of Fame” names and scores, and determining whether 
the instructional voice support feature is active. In 
short, Management Options enable you to customize 
Word Munchers to your particular educational needs. 

277088, On 

Se 

Because of the types of control Management Options 
offer, access to them is restricted. If you pull down the 

Aanacement Management menu, you'll notice that most of its 
e) options are dimmed or “grayed out,” indicating that 

they’re currently inactive. This prevents children who 
are using Word Munchers from simply modifying the 
program whenever they wish—that is, not unless they 
know the secret password that provides access to the 
Management Options. 

To gain access to the Management 
Options, select “Enable Management” 
from the Management menu. You'll 

Enable Management 

then see a dialog box that asks for the 
Hint: See the Word 

earncherelicne's password. Unless you enter the correct 
Guide. password, you cannot use the Management 

(Enable ] Options. 

9.9.2 909.0 6 8 0 0 0 90 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 5 2 es ee ese 

When Word Munchers is first used, the password is 
logos (Greek for “word”). But later, if you wish, you 
can change the password to something else of your 
own choice (see pages 19-20). 

Enter the password and click OK. If you pull down the 
Management menu again, you'll notice that the options 
that previously were dimmed are now fully active. 
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The first Management Option is “Content,” which gives : 
you control over the content of the Word Munchers 
game. 

When you select “Content” from 
the Management menu, the 

Content Settings 
been e ewww ee ewer eeeaee Vowels Se en inn : : Sonny Difficulty ween e ee ew ewee, : 

Group 3 : Group 1 Group 2 © ist Grade Easy 
“Content settings” dialog box & a & ou/ow ®ar : oO 1st Grade Advanced 

: & &, J au/ow Blair -_ aid Grode:Eas : 

appears. It allows you to a aT Woi/oy ne ; : me a maliicen! 
: i © 3rd Grade Easy 

Buu Wor : © 3rd Grade Advanced : 

: A 56, oo : i O4th Grade 
— Geeeta) io @ Sth Grade and Above! 

determine which vowels will be 
used as targets and distractors in 
Word Munchers. It also lets you 
set the difficulty level of the 
words used in the game. 

When Word Munchers is first used, the content is set to 
its broadest level: all vowel sounds are permitted and 
the potential difficulty of the words used is at its 
highest setting. If you wish, you can change this. 

Let’s say you have a very young child who is able to 
work with only a few vowel sounds and a few simple 
words. You would use this dialog box to restrict the 
vowels to the ones your child is comfortable with—for 
instance, long A and short A. Simply “de-select” all of 
the other vowels by clicking in their check boxes, thus 
removing the x’s. Only the upper-left box, the one for 
long and short A, should remain checked. 
(Alternatively, you can get rid of all the x’s by clicking 
the “Clear All” button, after which you can re-select 
long and short A.) Then move over to the right-hand 
side of the screen and click on the top radio button, “1st 
Grade Easy.” Lastly, click OK. 

And that’s all you have to do to customize Word 
Munchers for your child. When it appears that your 
child has mastered a certain level and the game has 
become too easy, simply raise the difficulty level to 
provide a new challenge. Or if the game should ever 
prove too difficult, simply use Management Options to 
make it a little easier. 

13 



_ There are some things you need to keep in mind when 
_ modifying game content: 

e Atthe “1st Grade Easy” difficulty level, only the 
vowels in Group 1 can be selected. The vowels in 

_ Groups 2 and 3 are dimmed out, indicating they’re 
inactive. At the “lst Grade Advanced” level, all of 
the vowel sounds are active except the “OI/OY” 
diphthong. At both first-grade levels, if long and 
short U is selected, long U words will appear only 
as distractors for short U target words. At all other 
levels, all vowel sounds are fully functional. 

e¢ In Groups 2 and 3, the program will not let you set 
just one vowel sound as active. If any vowel sounds 
are active in either group, then at least two must be 
active in order to provide distractor sounds as well 
as targets. 

e Any changes you make to game content don’t take 
effect until the start of a new game. 
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The “Content Settings” dialog box provides other 
features that you may find helpful. One is “Preview 
Words.” When you click on the “Preview Words” 
button, you'll see a list of all the words that can appear 
in the Word Munchers game, given the current vowel 
and difficulty settings. If you feel that the list of words 
is too difficult for your child or isn’t challenging 
enough, go back to the “Content Settings” dialog (by 
clicking the “Done” button) and make appropriate 
changes. 
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As noted earlier (page 11), you can control the volume of 
the instructional voice support feature using the Game 
menu’s “Sound” command. But to turn the voice off 
altogether—cr, if it’s already turned off, to turn it back 
on again—you must use special controls in the 

. “Content Settings” dialog box. 
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In the lower-left corner of the “Content Settings” dialog 

box you'll notice an area labeled “Voice.” A pair of 
radio buttons indicates whether the instructional voice 
support feature is currently turned on or off. If this 
setting is already the way you want it, do nothing. If, 

however, you want to change the current setting, click 

the radio button for the other setting. Click OK when 

you’re sure that everything else in the “Content 
Settings” box is also set the way you wish. 

This voice setting is saved to the disk so that any time 

the Word Munchers program is used, the voice will be 
turned on or off, whichever way you set it, until you 

use Management Options to change it again. 

When the instructional voice support feature is turned 

on, students are always given the option to hear the 

target vowel sound any time they munch an incorrect 
word. They can also hear the target vowel sound at 

any time during the game by clicking on the target 
phrase near the top of the screen (“/ou/as in mouse,” 
for example) or by selecting “Hear Vowel” from the 
Game menu. If, however, the voice feature is turned 

off, students are never given that option. 

The other types of sound in Word Munchers—the 
game’s “sound effects”—are controlled through use of 

the Game menu’s “Sound” command. In other words, 

you don’t need a password to adjust the volume of the 
sound effects. 
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To summarize, the “Content” Management Option 
allows you to “individualize” Word Munchers so that it 

meets the educational needs of your child. As your 

child grows and learns, Word Munchers can grow, too, 

as you modify the game to keep up with your child’s 
ever-developing reading and phonics skills. 
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Clear Hall of Fame 
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Another Management Option allows you to clear all or 
part of the Hall of Fame. You may, for example, wish 
to clear the entire list at the end of a unit or a school 
year, or you may wish occasionally to give children a 
“fresh start.” On the other hand, children may 
sometimes make entries on the Hall of Fame that you’d 
just as soon see erased! To do any of these things, select 
“Clear Hall of Fame” from the Management menu. 

The dialog box that now appears 
allows you to select all or some of 
the entries in the Hall of Fame for 
removal. If you wish to remove 
just one entry, simply click on that 
item to select it and then click the 
“Remove” button. That entry is 
deleted. Then click the “Done” 
button to indicate that you have 
finished. The dialog box 
disappears and the Hall of Fame 
is immediately modified. 

If you wish to remove more than one entry or even all 
of them (thus completely clearing the Hall of Fame), 
click on the first item that you wish to delete and then 
use shift-clicking (for contiguous selections) or 
command-clicking (for non-contiguous selections) to 
select the additional items that you want to delete. (To 
shift- or command-click, simply hold down the Shift or 
Command Key as you click the mouse.) Click 
“Remove” to delete those items. Then click “Done.” 

Before you delete items from the Hall of Fame, be very sure 
that you really want to do this. Once an item is deleted from 
the Hall of Fame, it’s gone for good. There's no way to 
restore a deleted entry. 
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Word Munchers can be used on an AppleTalk® network. 
If you select “Network” from the Management menu, a 
dialog box appears that allows you to designate 
whether you’re a “Single User” (that is, not using a 
network to play Word Munchers), a “Network User,” or 
a “Network Leader.” 

If your computer isn’t on a network, or even if 
your computer is on a network but you won't 
be running Word Munchers on that network, 
then “Single User” should be the item selected 
in this dialog box. “Single User” is, in fact, 
the initial setting when Word Munchers is first Cox) 
used ° Tossisinitininnatinstennnenetanstetenenenys 

Network 

@ Single User 

© Network User 

© Network Leader 

Now, let’s say you’re running Word Munchers on a 
number of computers that are connected on a network. 
Each computer has its own copy of Word Munchers. 
You can then designate one computer as the Network 
Leader and all the other computers as Network Users. 
This means that the User computers will look to the 
Leader computer for their Management settings and 
Hall of Fame. 

For example, if you want a large group of students to 
use Word Munchers with identical content settings, just 
set the content the way you wish on a single computer 
(see pages 13-15), designate that computer as the 
Network Leader, and then designate all the other 
computers as Network Users. So you don’t have to set 
the content dialog in exactly the same way on every 
single computer—perhaps dozens of them. The 
“Network” command can save you a great deal of 
work. 

Incidentally, if you pull down the Management menu 
after having set a computer as either a Network Leader 
or User, you'll note that the “Network” command text 
is automatically modified to reflect that change. This 
lets you know ata glance a particular computer’s 
setting. ° 17 



There’s another way in which you can use Word 
Munchers on a network. If you have the program 
installed on an AppleShare® file server, other computers 
on that network can then run Word Munchers from the 
file server without their own copies of the program. 
The “Network” setting of Word Munchers on the file 
server must in this case be “Single User.” 

Yes, you can run Word Munchers in this way. But 
should you? We don’t recommend it, and here’s why. 
When you run any relatively large program like Word 
Munchers from a network file server, the speed and 
efficiency of the program often decreases dramatically 
— especially if a number of people are trying to use the 
program simultaneously. Using Word Munchers in this 
way can be a frustrating experience. This is not a flaw 
in the program. Rather, it’s in the nature of this type of 
network. | 

To summarize, the most efficient way to use Word 
Munchers on a network is for every computer to have 
its own copy of the program and for you to designate 
one computer as the network leader and the other 

_ computers as network followers. Of course, if you’re 
not concerned about every copy of the program having 
its own Management Option settings and Hall of Fame, 
you really don’t need to worry about network settings. 
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Once you've finished using the Management Options 
to modify and customize Word Munchers, you need to 
disable Management, just as you had previously enabled 
it (see page 12). That way, nobody (but you) would be 
able to go back into the Management Options and undo 
all of your plans and hard work. 

Notice that, after having used “Enable Management” to 
activate the Management Options, the command that 
had previously read “Enable Management” changes to 
“Disable Management.” This means that all you have 
to do to prevent unauthorized access to Management is 
to select that option. Go ahead and do that. 

After selecting “Disable Management,” the text of that 
command changes back to “Enable Management.” 
Note that most of the Management commands are also 
once again dimmed. They cannot be accessed until you 
use the “Enable Management” command to activate 
them—an action that, if you recall, requires the use of a 
secret password. 

Quitting Word Munchers (by selecting “Quit” from the 
File menu) automatically disables Management. In other 
words, every time you open Word Munchers from the 
Finder, the Management Options start out disabled. 
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secret password, which initially is the Greek word for 
“word,” logos. But you may not like that as a password. 
Perhaps you'd prefer something else that would be 
easier for you to remember or more difficult for other . 
users to discover. If desirable, change the password to 
something more to your liking. 
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Select “Change Password” from the 
Management menu. When the dialog 
box appears, you must first enter the old 
password. Then you can enter a new 
password of up to ten letters—assuming, 
of course, that you had entered the 
correct old password. 

Change Password 

Hint (optional): |See the Word | 
Munchers User’s 

Guide. 

When you enter your new password, check to be sure you 
haven't made any typographical errors before clicking the 
“Change” button. It would be terrible to want to enter, 
say, “Washington” as your new password, but to have 
actually typed “WashingtoB” and clicked “Change” 
before noticing your error. Later, when you try to use 
WASHINGTON as your password, the program would 
refuse to accept it, leaving you frustrated and confused. 

_—— Note that it doesn’t matter whether or not you use capital 
f letters. Also, any letter, number, or punctuation mark is 

allowed in passwords. Spaces, tabs, and “function keys” 
(such as the arrows and “Control”), however, are not. 
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_ Do you sometimes forget your password—even one 
- that you created yourself? Word Munchers allows you 
_ to enter a hint when you create your new password. 

_ The purpose of the hint feature is to provide you with a 
“clue” that would help you to remember your 
password. You could enter as your hint “Mother’s 
maiden name,” “Birthday,” or “Social security 
number”—depending, of course, on your actual 
password. Then, if you use the “Enable Management” 
option but can’t remember your password, all you have 
to do is look at the hint in the “Enable Management” 
dialog box. When you see the hint, you—but probably 
not most other people—should know your password. 
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One of the files on the Word Munchers Program Disk 
is called Word Config. “Config” is short for 
“configurations,” which refers to information relevant 
to your use of the program. You can put this “config 
file” to work for you in a very powerful way. 

If double-click on either the Word Config icon or on the 
original Word Munchers program icon, you enter Word 
Munchers with a certain set of configurations—Hall of . 
Fame, Management Option settings, and so on. Those | Word Config 
settings are stored in the Word Config file. : 

If you use the Finder program to change the name of 
this file from Word Config to something else—say, 
“Ms. A’s Config”—and then double-click on the original : : 
Word Munchers icon, the program would create a new Ms. A's Config 
config file using the original Word Munchers settings. : 
You could use Management Options to modify the 
program somewhat and then exit Word Munchers to 
change the name of that second config file—perhaps to 
“Mr. B’s Config.” 

You now have two config files, not only with different names 
but also with different contents. If you double-click on 
one config file, you'll get Word Munchers with one set 
of configurations. If you double-click on the other 
config file, you'll get Word Munchers with your second 
set of configurations. This offers tremendous 
advantages, especially if you’re using Word Munchers 
with two or more children with different learning 
needs. 

Let’s say Johnny’s in the first grade. Customize the 
program for him (see pages 13-15) and create a config 
file named “Johnny’s Game.” Next, Susie’s in the third 
grade, so customize the program for her and create 
another config file named “Susie’s Game.” And Leslie’s 
in the fifth grade, so customize the program a third 
time and create a config file called “Leslie’s Game.” 
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Now, all each child has to do is double-click on “his” or 
“her” icon to play Word Munchers at an appropriate 
level of difficulty. And whenever the child is ready to 
advance to a more difficult level, simply enter the 
appropriate configuration of the program and use 
Management Options to modify it. 

Whether you’re using Word Munchers with two kids at 
home or thirty-two in a computer lab, modified config 
files can save you a great deal of work and make the 
game more enjoyable and beneficial to children. 
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As you use Word Munchers, you may encounter error 
messages or other signs of technical problems. For 
instance, if you have trouble just starting up the Word 
Munchers program, check to be sure you’re using 
System 6.0.2 or greater. Word Munchers won't work 
with a Macintosh System file previous to version 6.0.2. 

If you find that Word Munchers frequently “crashes” or 
fails to function correctly, you should consider the 
possibility of incompatibilities with INITs, CDEVs, or 
desk accessories that may be installed in your System. 
This is often a source of difficulties with software. 

If the program crashes and, in so doing, provides an 
error I.D. number, you should write that number down 
and record the steps you took that led up to the crash. 
Then you can call MECC and perhaps find a solution to 
your problem. (See the bottom of page 24 for 
information about contacting the MECC Help Line.) 

Most of the error messages you may see while using 
Word Munchers are self-explanatory and provide 
suggestions for solving the problem. For example, you 
may receive a message stating that “Memory is 
running low. Please close any desk accessories that 
you might have open.” You should do just that. If you 
don’t, you shouldn’t be surprised if the program 
crashes shortly afterward. By the same token, you 
should follow the suggestions provided by other error 
messages of this type. 

One very important error message you may receive is 
“This program is damaged. Please make a new copy 
from your backup disk.” This means that some type of 
damage (such as a computer “virus”) has occurred to 
your disk or to the program code contained on it. 
Simply use your archival copy of Word Munchers to 
create anew disk. You do have an archival copy, don't 
you? If not, see page 5 for important information about 
making and storing a backup copy of Word Munchers. 
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If you’re using Word Munchers with a Macintosh Plus 
on an AppleTalk network, the program may inform you 
that “You must be using AppleTalk version 48 or 
greater to be a Network Leader.” You must find the 
file called AppleTalk in the System folder of the Word 
Munchers Program Disk and copy it into the System 
folder of your start-up disk. 

If you encounter a “fatal error” or an “out of memory 
error,” write down the error number and the part of the 
program in which the error occurred—information that 
the error message should provide—and, again, record 
the steps you took that led up to the problem. 
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mentioned, or if all else fails in your efforts to deal with 
some other kind of difficulty, you can call the MECC 
Help Line at (612) 481-3500. Be prepared to provide 
detailed information about the problem. Make note of 
the name (in this case, Word Munchers) and version 
number of the product (located in “About Word 
Munchers” under the @ menu) as well as the version 
number of the System file and the type of Macintosh 
you're using. All of this information may prove vital to 
the MECC Help Line staff as they try to help you solve 
your problem. Or, if you prefer, you can write to the 
MECC Help Line at the following address: 

MECC Help Line 
3490 Lexington Avenue North 

St. Paul, MN 55126-8097 

Also, if you have access to AppleLink®, you can contact 
the MECC Help Line electronically using the address 
MECC.TECH. 
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This Macintosh version of Word Munchers was 
produced by a MECC development team consisting of 
sean Callahan, Craig Copley, Paul Davis, Hassan 
Kaganda, Charolyn Kapplinger, Wayne Studer, 
James L. Thompson, and Paul Wenker. (Special thanks 
to Larry Phenow of the MECC staff for composing the 
original melodies heard during the animated graphic 
interludes.) The program is based upon MECC’s 
original version of Word Munchers, which was created 
for the Apple II series of computers. 

MECC greatly appreciates the valuable contribution of 
the staff of Plymouth Creek Elementary School of the 
Wayzata (MN) Public School System—in particular, 
Instructional Computer Coordinator Robert Meyers 
and teachers Michelle Burniece, Jim Hebeisen, Nancy 
Johnson, Kent Levine, and Carol Lindblom, among 
others—for taking part in the classroom testing of the 
Macintosh version of Word Munchers. These educators 
and their students did much to help ensure the quality 
of the program and its support materials. 

©1000 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 v0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ee 0 e000 0 0 ue ec ce ee 0 0 ee oe cee ee ee ee co eee cc oo eee eee oe eee eee ee eeu eee eee ce oe eee oo eu eee ee oe ou eo 6 ee oe ew ou eo eee ov eo 2 oe oe 0 eo ee oe eee ee. we ere eto te ee ee ee eo ee oe ee ee Oe ee ee ee e008 8 0 ee ee eee 0 0 0 0 ee e000 0 0 ee oe 0 0 0 0 eo 0 0 600 0 a ee 010 ee uu Ue 0 00 ec oe 0.00.0 000-000 0.0 Ue 0 0 te 0 0 0 et 0 0.0/0 0 00 000 0 0 ee UO ee 0.8 eee ev ee ee ee eee eee 8. a a ae a aN Nh a a ah hhh a a ae a ah hh hh ha a ah hea a ea ah i aah aa aah aa a aha haha a a a ha ahah a a a a hha a aa aaa aa a Pe aa he a ara ah ha ha aaah hha a a a a aa a ahaa aaa aa aaa ah ha aa aa aaa a a a hi aa a a ah a ahh hi aaa a a ovo eee eevee ee ee 0 ee 0 0 eee 0 ee ee 0 8 0 ee 010 0 ee 0-00. 0 a 0 0 U0 Ow 0 ew Ue e000 9 01000 0.0.0.0 00000 0.0 SU 0000.00 0 000 8 0/0/00 0.0.0 0/00/0000 0/0 0.0 ¥ WU 0 0/0 0.0000 0 0.0 U0 8 00 0 e U.S 0 0 Oe 8 8 ee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee, wrerevere ere ee ee ee 0 eo ae eee 06 0 0 a eo a 00 000 0 0 0 0 ee 60 a a a0 0 000 0-0 0G 0-00 0 0 00.0 0000 0 U0 U0 0 ¥ 0 0000600 2/00 000 0 0-8 0 e000 8 00 00600 UC V0.0 0 00.0 0.60 0.0.0, 0,80 0 00.0. 0/0 8 0/40 0.0 8 oe ee ee tose 2 312. ee ae aN NN a a a hh haa ha a a a ah aa a hah hha aah ha a a aa ia aaa aia aaa aa aa Ua SR SS ere ere ere ero ee ee ee 010 ee 0 0 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 a ee oe 0 60 0 ee ve 0 ee 0.0 0 au e000 0 0 0 010 0 000 0 0 0 0 000-0 0.0/0 ee 00,0 0 010 000-0 0 0 0 0000 we UU 0 U0 0.0/0 0000-0 oe 0 Ue 0S 0 0 ee 0 0 0.¥ 0 0/0 0 0 00 0.0/0 0)¥ 0-0 v0 8 ee ee eee es ee 12. ®. "ora ooo ee ee ee 0 00 0 0 6 0 0 0 ee a ee 08 0 0 ee ee ee 0 0 8 8 8 ua 0 eee 0 ee 0 ee 00000 00 00 000 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 UU 0000 000 0-0-0000 e 00.0 0G 00-0 U0 UG Uv U0 eo 00-0 e000 o U0 8.0 Gu 0.000.000 G0 0.00 0 000 8 9 eu Ue 0 00 6%, cree eee ee ee COO Oe OO TUTTO OT TOC OU ODE CCT OS SOTO TED STORE UT OOS EOE EE OT ODO ECC OS STOOD CHD TOTO SOOT OTD OEE TO TCS OTST OCTET TOOT ETO TOUTE TTT VETS E TIO UHETOE TOT OTE E DEES oOo 

TO THE READER: 

MECC has made every effort to ensure the instructional 
and technical quality of this software package. Your 
comments—as user or reviewer—are valued and will 
be considered for inclusion in any future version of the 
product. Please address comments to: 

MECC Software Development 
3490 Lexington Avenue North 

St. Paul, MN 55126-8097 
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An understanding of phonics is recognized by many 
educators as essential to learning how to read. Phonics 
is the study of the various sounds we make when we 
speak. In English, there are approximately forty 
phonemes—simple, distinct sounds that, when put 
together, make up words. (We say “approximately” 
because some dialects of English have phonetic 
variations that result in a slightly higher or lower 
number than forty.) About a third of these English 
phonemes are vowels. These vowel sounds are the 
focus of Word Munchers. 

The order in which vowel sounds should be taught and 
their relationship to consonants are subject to a wide 
range of teaching practices. The designers of Word 
Munchers have strived to provide a program with the 
flexibility to meet a variety of approaches to teaching 
vowel sounds. Also, early in the development of Word 
Munchers, we recognized that regional dialects would 
affect the pronunciation of certain vowel sounds. We 
believe it is important that you be aware of the phonetic 
rules and guidelines that we have employed. 
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The reference used in determining the classification of 
words in Word Munchers was The American Heritage 
Dictionary, Second College Edition (New York: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1983). 
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Vowel sounds have been classified into three groups in 
Word Munchers (see page 30). These groups determine 
the order in which the vowel sounds are presented 
during the game (see page 10) and which “distractors” 
will be used. You can determine which vowel sounds 
will be used in the game through use of the 
Management Options (see pages 13-15). 



- The object of Word Munchers is to distinguish words 
that contain a particular target vowel sound from those 
that do not. The words that do not contain the target 
vowel sound are called “distractors.” If the game is to 
prove challenging, the distractors must appear | 
plausible. For example, it takes little skill to distinguish 
between words that contain the “long A” sound (like 
“cake”) and those that contain the “long O” sound (like 
“boat’”’). Both the visual differences and the phonetic 
differences would make such distinctions too easy. 
Therefore, each vowel sound has been grouped with 
one or more distractor vowel sounds of the same or 
similar letter(s) and/or sound(s). The following table 
describes the vowel sounds used in Word Munchers 
along with their associated distractors: 

Vowel Groups and Distractors 

vowel example distractor(s) 

long A cake short A 
short A hat long A 
long E tree short E 
short E red long E 
long I? kite short I 
short | fish long I 
long O boat short O 
short O fox long O 
long U? use short U 
short U duck long U 
long OO? boot short OO 
short OO book long OO 

OI (OY) voice OU, AU 
OU (OW) mouse OI, AU 
AU (AW)? draw Of OU 

AIR chair AR, EER, ER/IR/UR, OR 
AR car AIR, EER, ER/TR/UR, OR 
EER deer AIR, AR, ER/TR/UR, OR 
ER/IR/UR bird AIR, AR, EER, OR 
OR com AIR, AR, EER, ER/IR/UR 
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Eight levels of word difficulty are available in Word 
Munchers. These levels are subject to your control 
through use of the Management Options (see pages 13- 
15). All of the words, regardless of level, consist of one 
syllable and are five letters or less in length. Once set, 
the level of word difficulty will remain constant 
throughout the game. These levels of difficulty are 
based upon the grade levels at which children are most 
often introduced to various words in several of the 
most popular reading textbook series used in 
elementary schools today. 

The eight difficulty levels in Word Munchers are as 
follows: 

Ist Grade Easy 
Ist Grade Advanced 
2nd Grade Easy 
2nd Grade Advanced 
3rd Grade Easy 
3rd Grade Advanced 
4th Grade 
5th Grade and Above 

Notes to the “Vowel Groups and Distractors” table on page 30: 

‘Some linguists consider the “long I” vowel sound to be a diphthong (a very close blending of two 
vowel sounds, in this case of the short O and the long E). Traditionally, however, the long I is 
taught as one of the basic vowel sounds (probably because it is usually expressed with a single 
letter), and this is how Word Munchers treats it. 

?Most elementary reading texts treat the “long U” and the “long OO” as two separate basic vowel 
sounds. Phonetically, however, they are the same basic vowel sound, except the “long U” starts 
with the Y consonantal glide, taking on a diphthong-like quality. In most dialects of American 
English, the difference between these two sounds can be heard in words like “moo” (with the 
“long OO”) and “mew” (with the “long U,” so that it sounds like “myoo”). In some dialects, 
words like “do” and “dew” share a similar distinction (“doo” as opposed to “dyoo”), whereas in 
others they are pronounced in exactly the same way (“doo”). Since “long OO” and “long U” 
words never appear on the same game screen in Word Munchers, potential difficulties arising from 
any disagreements as to the “correct” pronunciation of these words are avoided. 

3Phonetically, the AU/AW sound (sometimes called “broad A”) is not a diphthong at all, but rather 
a simple, basic vowel sound. However, because it is usually expressed with a combination of 
letters (AU or AW) in most dialects of American English, it is usually treated as though it were a 
combination of sounds—that is, as a diphthong. 
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_ If you’re familiar with the original Apple II version of 
Word Munchers, you'll notice that the concept of word 
difficulty level has changed with this new Macintosh 
version of the program. Originally, the difficulty level 
of each word was determined by the consonant 
structure of that word and how closely its vowels | 
followed various pronunciation “rules.” It has been 
found, however, that these things often have little to do 
with the grade level at which children are introduced to 
words in their elementary reading curriculum. 

For example, the word “bear” was considered to be a 
difficult word in the original Word Munchers because 
it’s a “rule breaker’”—that is, it doesn’t follow the 
general rules for how it “should” be pronounced. 
“Bear” is, however, usually among the first words 
young children learn to recognize in their reading 
exercises. The same is true of many other typical first- 
gerade words, suchas “do,” “from,” “have,” “one,” 
“They, tO, “two, and “want, 

On the other hand, many words that were considered 
“easy” in the original Word Munchers because they 
adhere to basic pronunciation rules are nevertheless 
conceptually difficult for young children. Therefore 
they rarely if ever appear in early reading exercises. 
Examples include such words as “bail,” “fuse,” “gear,” 
jowl” “maul, ner, and “void.” 

This new version of Word Munchers avoids potential 
confusion for young readers by reassigning difficulty 
levels to words according to the actual grade levels at 
which they are most commonly introduced in popular 
reading textbooks. 
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When you select a level of difficulty through use of the 
Management Options (see pages 13-15), you will 
determine which words will appear in the game. 
Selecting “First Grade Easy” will restrict the game to 
the words that fall into that category. Selecting “First 
Grade Advanced” will expand the pool of words to 
include both first-grade levels. Each difficulty level 
expands the pool of words to embrace that level plus all 
preceding levels. Selecting the most difficult level, 
“Fifth Grade and Above,” will therefore allow the entire 
pool of words in Word Munchers—more than 2,100 of 
them—to appear in the game (assuming that all vowel 
groups are selected as well). 
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Word Munchers includes most single-syllable words of 
five letters or less in the English language. The 
pronunciations used are those generally recognized as 
conforming to standard American English. A number 
of single-syllable words of five or fewer letters have, 
however, been left out. Word Munchers does not 
include words that fit any of the following criteria: 

e Words that have more than one widely accepted 
standard pronunciation. For example, Word 
Munchers does not include “aunt” because many 
people pronounce it to rhyme with “haunt” while 
many others pronounce it exactly like the word 
“ant.” Both pronunciations are equally correct—it’s 
just that they’re typical of different dialects. 

¢ Homographs (different words that are spelled the 
same) with different pronunciations. For instance, 
Word Munchers does not include “tear” because it 
can be pronounced, in one sense, to rhyme with 
“fear” (referring to a drop of moisture shed while 
crying) or, in another sense, to rhyme with “care” 
(meaning “rip”). 



¢ Words that end in ong, og, oss, off, and oft. These 
words tend to be pronounced by some people with 
a short O sound and by others with the AU sound 
(among those who distinguish between the two 
sounds). The one exception is the word “gross,” 
which is included because it has just one standard 
pronunciation (rhyming with “dose”). 

e Words that end in ank and ang. These words tend to 
be pronounced with a long A sound by some people 
rather than with a short A sound. 

e Vulgarities and words that were deemed too 
obscure in meaning and/or usage to be of interest 
or relevance to most children. 
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You should carefully read the terms and conditions of this agreement before using 
this package. Use of any portion of the package indicates your agreement to these 
terms and conditions. If you do not agree to these terms, return the unopened disk 
envelope along with the rest of the package to your place of purchase. 

Permitted Uses 

You may: 

e operate the software on one computer at a time; 
e¢ make one backup copy of the software for archival purposes only; 
e transfer the software to a single hard disk or other storage device and keep the 

original disks as your archival copies; 
e transfer the software and all rights under this license to another person 

together with a copy of this agreement, provided you send MECC written 
notice and the other party reads and accepts this agreement; 

e install this software on a file server and execute the software on a network on 
more than one computer, provided that the total number of computers 
simultaneously using the software does not exceed the number of copies of the 
software purchased. For example, if you purchased five copies of this 
package, you may have up to five users simultaneously running the package 
even though only one copy of the software is installed on the network’s file 
server. 

Prohibited Uses 

You may not: 

e modify the software except as permitted in the normal use of the product; 
e _reverse-engineer, disassemble, decompile, or make any attempt to discover the 

source code of the software; 
e translate or create derivative works based on the software; 

¢ remove, obscure, or alter any notice of the MECC software copyright or other 
proprietary rights related to the package; 

e sub-license, sell, lend, rent, or lease any portion of the software; 
e copy any portion of the software except as permitted for archival purposes or 

transfer to another medium; 
e transfer the software or any direct product to any person or entity in violation 

of the United States Export Administration Act. 

Limited Warranty 

MECC warrants that the accompanying disks will operate on a Macintosh Plus or 
greater computer with the appropriate system software. Should the disks ever fail 
to operate, send the original disks to MECC for replacement. 

EXCEPT AS SPECIFICALLY SET FORTH ABOVE, MECC DISCLAIMS ALL 
OTHER WARRANTIES, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THIS LIMITED WARRANTY GIVES 
YOU SPECIFIC LEGAL RIGHTS, AND YOU MAY ALSO HAVE OTHER RIGHTS, 
WHICH VARY FROM STATE TO STATE. 

Except as specifically set forth above, MECC and its distributors and dealers will in 
no event be liable for any damages whatsoever, either direct or indirect, including 
but not limited to loss of business profits, income, or use of data. Some states do 

not allow exclusion or limitation of incidental or consequential damages; therefore, 
the limitations set forth in this agreement may not apply to you. 

a 



® 

APPLE COMPUTER, INC. (“APPLE”) MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, 
REGARDING THE APPLE SOFTWARE. APPLE DOES NOT WARRANT, 
GUARANTEE OR MAKE ANY REPRESENTATIONS REGARDING THE USE OR 
THE RESULTS OF THE USE OF THE APPLE SOFTWARE IN TERMS OF 11S 
CORRECTNESS, ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, CURRENTNESS OR OTHERWISE. 
THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE RESULTS AND PERFORMANCE OF THE APPLE 
SOFTWARE IS ASSUMED BY YOU. THE EXCLUSION OF IMPLIED 
WARRANTIES IS NOT PERMITTED BY SOME STATES. THE ABOVE 
EXCLUSION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. 

IN NO EVENT WILL APPLE, ITS DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES OR 
AGENTS BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY CONSEQUENTIAL, INCIDENTAL OR 
INDIRECT DAMAGES (INCLUDING DAMAGES FOR LOSS OF BUSINESS 
PROFITS, BUSINESS INTERRUPTION, LOSS OF BUSINESS INFORMATION, 
AND THE LIKE) ARISING OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE 
APPLE SOFTWARE EVEN IF APPLE HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY 
OF SUCH DAMAGES. BECAUSE SOME STATES DO NOT ALLOW THE 
EXCLUSION OR LIMITATION OF LIABILITY FOR CONSEQUENTIAL OR 
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, THE ABOVE LIMITATIONS MAY NOT APPLY TO 
YOU. Apple’s liability to you for actual damages from any cause whatsoever, and 
regardless of the form of the action (whether in contract, tort (including negligence), | 
product liability, or otherwise), will be limited to $50. 

Government End Users 

If this software is acquired by or on behalf of a unit or agency of the United States 
Government, this provision applies: The software (a) was developed at private 
expense, is existing computer software, and was not developed with government 
funds; (b) is a trade secret of MECC for all purposes of the Freedom of Information 
Act; (c) is “restricted computer software” submitted with restricted rights in 

accordance with subparagraphs (a) through (d) of the Commercial Computer 
Software-Restricted Rights clause at 52.227-19 and its successors; (d) in all respects 
is proprietary data belonging solely to MECC; (e) is unpublished and all rights are 
reserved under copyright laws of the United States. For units of the Department of 
Defense (DoD), this software is licensed only with “Restricted Rights” as that term 
is defined in the DoD Supplement to the Federal Acquisition Regulation 52.227- 
7013 (c) (1) (ii), Rights in Technical Data and Computer Software and its successors, 
and: Use, duplication, or disclosure is subject to restrictions as set forth in 
subdivision (c) (1) (ii) of the Rights in Technical Data and Computer Software 
clause at 52.227-7013. MECC, 3490 Lexington Avenue North, St. Paul, MN 55126. 
If this software was acquired under GSA schedule, the U.S. Government has agreed 
to refrain from changing or removing any insignia or lettering from the Software or 
the documentation that is provided or from producing copies of the manuals or 
media (except for backup purposes and in accordance with the terms of this 
Agreement). 

Trademarks 

Apple and Macintosh are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 

Word Munchers is a trademark of MECC. 
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Founded in 1973, MECC is today the producer of the most 
widely used collection of educational computing software in 
the world. Millions of students across the country and 
around the world use MECC programs. MECC offers a 
variety of products and services for home and school alike. 

e MECC Guarantee and Unconditional Lifetime Warranty 
We stand behind our products. Try any MECC software 
for a month. If it fails to live up to your expectations, 
return it to us in its original condition and we'll give youa | 
full refund. And if your software ever fails to perform 
satisfactorily, return it and we'll replace it free of charge. 

¢ MECC Catalogs 
The MECC Educational Computing Catalog describes 
hundreds of MECC instructional computing software 
products as well as training and planning materials. 
MECC also publishes the MECC Etc. catalog, which offers 
an assortment of educational technology hardware and 
support materials—ranging from imaging systems and 
videodisc players to blank computer disks—at special 
rates. You can obtain a free copy of either catalog by 
writing or calling MECC Customer Services. 

¢ Lab Kits 
Most MECC programs are available in Lab Kits—sets of 
five disks with a support manual. With their special 
pricing, Lab Kits can provide substantial savings for those 
who use MECC programs with groups of students. 

¢ The MECC Help Line 
ih oe have problems using MECC software, simply: 

Note the name and version number of the software; 
2 Note the brand and model of the equipment 

involved and the type of printer card if the 
problem involves a printer; 

3. Write or call the Help Line to describe the problem. 

For information about any of the above items, use the MECC 
General Information telephone number, 
612/481-3500. To fax your order to us, call 612/481-3551. 
Or you can mail your order or inquiry to: 

MECC 
3490 Lexington Avenue North 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55126-8097 
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Age/grade range, 3 
Arrow keys, 4, 8 
Bashfuls, 7 
“Change Password” command, 19- 

Characters in the game, 7 
“Clear All” button, 13 
Clicking, 2, 4, 6, 8 
Color, 1,3 
Config files, 21-22 
“Content” command, 13-15 
Controlling the Muncher, 2, 8 
Control Panel, 11 
Dialects, 31, 33-35 
Difficulty levels, 13-14, 31-33 
“Disable Management” command, 

19 
Distractors, 13-14, 29-30 
“Done” button, 14, 16 
Earning extra Munchers, 7 
“Enable Management” command, 

12, 19, 20 
“End Game” command, 2, 10 
Ending the game, 2, 10 
Equipment needed, 3 
Error messages, 23-24 
Game screen, 6 
Graphics, 11 
Groups, 13-14, 29-30 
Hall of Fame, 1, 10, 16 

clearing, 16 
Help Line, 24, 37 
Helpers, 7 
Homographs, 33 
Instructional voice support, 11, 14-15 
“Instructions” button, 6 
Keyboard, 8 
Learning objectives, 4 
Levels of play, 6, 9, 10 
Management Options, 12-20 
MECC, 

products and services, 24, 37 
software license information, 35-36 

Menu bar, 6 
Mouse, 4, 8 
“Network” command, 17-18 
“Network Leader” button, 17 
“Network User” button, 17 
“Open” command, 6 
Password, 12, 19-20 
Password hint, 20 
Phonics, 29-30, 32-34 
“Play Munchers!” button, 1, 6 

38 

“Practice” button, 6 
“Preview Words” button, 14 
Pronunciation authority, 29 
“Quit” command, 2, 10, 19 
Reggies, 7 
“Remove” button, 16 
Safe zones, 6, 9 
Score/scoring, 6, 7,9, 10 
Sequence of play, 10 
“Single User” button, 17, 18 
Smarties, 7 
“Sound” command, 11, 14-15 
Sound effects, 11, 15 
Space Bar, 8 
Starting the game, 1-2, 6-9 
System file, 3, 23, 24 
Target vowel sounds, 1-2, 3, 4, 6, 

13-15, 29-34 
Technical problems, 23-24 
“Time Out” button, 6, 10 
Troggle alert, 6 
Troggles, 2, 6,7 
maximum number, 9 
speed, 9 
types, 7 

Voice control, 11, 14-15 
Volume, 11 
Vowel sounds, 1-2, 3, 4, 6, 13-15, 

29-34 
distractors, 13-14, 29-30 
groups, 13-14, 30-31 
targets, 6, 13, 15, 29-31 

Word Config file, 5, 21-22 
Word Munchers, 
Apple II series version, 27, 32 
backup copy, 5, 23 
copying, 5 
credits, 27 
customizing, 13-15 
“demo” mode, 6 
equipment needed, 3 
hard disk use, 3,5, 18 
icons, 1, 6, 21-22 
learning objectives, 4 
network use, 17-18, 24 
“practice” mode, 6 
pronunciation authority, 29 
title screen, 6 
words not used, 33-34 

Words, 
difficulty levels, 13-14, 31 
point values, 9 

Workers, 7 



If You Like Word Munchers... 

If you and your children have enjoyed using Word 
Munchers, you'll probably enjoy other MECC 
products as well. In particular, you may wish to 
try the new Macintosh version of Number 
Munchers, which helps children practice their 
arithmetic skills. — 

MECC also offers a large collection of challenging 
programs for the Apple II series of computers, 
including such popular, award-winning programs 
as The Oregon Trail, World GeoGraph, and USA 
GeoGraph (the latter two for the Apple IIcs only). 
Other programs are designed for MS-DOS 
computers. Many MECC products are available 
from leading software stores across the country, or 
they can be ordered directly from MECC. To 
place an order or to obtain a catalog describing the 
complete MECC line of educational software, call 
toll-free 800/228-3504. Or write: 

MECC 
3490 Lexington Avenue North 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55126-8097 
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3490 Lexington Avenue North, St. Paul, Minnesota 55126-8097 
Call 800/228-3504 or 612/481-3500. In Minnesota call 800/782-0032. 



Product Registration Card 
Yes! I want to know more about MECC upgrades and new, related products. 

Name Phone 

Address 

City State/Province Zip/Postal 

Product Title | MACINTOSH 
The make and model of your machine: Hard Drive CJ Yes Fy No 

Amount of RAM: [CL] 1MB Cl2mB = [) More than 2MB 
Graphics (check all that apply): [J Color C) Yes; [J] No . 

MECC Product No. _ Date Purchased 
This program will be used at: [J Home [J School — CJ Other 

Purchased where: C] Computer Chain Store CJ Mail Order Cc] Other 

' Satisfied with purchase? J Yes [] No Why? 

_ Which factors most influenced your decision to purchase this MECC software? 

[_] Product features described on package ["] Salesperson’s recommendation 

[] MECC reputation [[] Teacher’s recommendation 

["] Ad in magazine ) ["] Friend’s recommendation 

[_] Review in magazines ["] Other 
Via Price 

Which two computer/software magazines do you most frequently read? 

a) b) 

Do you want to be put on our mailing list? [J Yes [J] No 
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Word Munchers” 
Program Disk HMC 212-3 

Copyright MECC, 1990 All Rights Reserved. | 
Macintosh System Software Copyright Apple monluerd Inc. 1983-90. 
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Word Munchers” 
Color Disk [| AMC 2123 

os . — <4 

Copyright MECC,1990. 
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